
A  R E N T E R ' S  G U I D E

Renting a home

in Fort Worth.
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M E E T  R I L E Y

Fort Worth

is home.

� cY�g �� ���� G���o �� eY�cg ¢p�o ?g£Y�

�Y}}g� XgY�g�. � �g� �¤ ¢pmg og�g �oY� �Y�g

¤gY�, Y�e ¢g �g¡g� }gÁ.

�NnIk¯{NnII^¯wI<kl¯<l¯<¯hk`NIllQ`^<\¯G<^EIk¶¯�¯Dk`oOPn¯nPI

l<]I¯P<DQnl¯Q^n`¯kI<\¯Iln<nI·¯lP`u¯oh¯hkIh<kIG¶¯^`nQEI¯nPI

GIn<Q\l¯`nPIk¯hI`h\I¯l[Qh¶¯<^G¯ln<w¯lnI<Gw¯uPI^¯Qn¯E`o^nlµ

0PQl¯Ql¯nPI¯EQnw¯uPIkI¯uIÛkI¯k<QlQ^O¯`ok¯N<]Q\w¶¯<^G¯QnÛl¯nPI

EQnw¯�¯PI\h¯hI`h\I¯Dow¯<^G¯lI\\¯Q^µ

A local, not a visitor.

�¯\QtI¯`^¯nPI¯uIln¯lQGI¶¯<^G¯�`kn

7`knPÛl¯<knl¯E`]]o^Qnw¯P<l¯DII^

]w¯u`k\G¯N`k¯{NnII^¯wI<klµ¯�¯[^`u

nPQl¯EQnw¯<l¯<¯^IQOPD`k¶¯^`n¯Yoln¯<

]<k[Inµ

An owner's eye.

 w¯uQNI¯<^G¯�¯`u^¯nu`¯P`]Il¶¯<^G

`ok¯{kln¯Ql¯^`u¯<¯kI^n<\µ¯�ÛtI

hkIhhIG¶¯kIh<QkIG¶¯<^G¯hkQEIG¯<

P`olI¯uQnP¯]w¯`u^¯]`^Iw¯`^¯nPI

\Q^I¶¯l`¯�¯[^`u¯uP<nÛl¯u`knP¯G`Q^O

<^G¯uP<n¯Ql Û̂nµ

A performer's

discipline.

�QNnII^¯wI<kl¯`^¯ln<OI¯]I<^l

kIPI<kl<\¶¯NIIGD<E[¶¯<^G¯GI\QtIkQ^O

`^¯<¯GI<G\Q^Iµ¯0P<nÛl¯P`u¯�¯ko^¯<

nk<^l<EnQ` ·̂¯hkIh<kIG¶¯GIn<Q\IG¶¯<^G

E<\]¯o^GIk¯hkIllokIµ

Also in-house: I shoot my own listing photos, video, and drone aerials. I'm an FAA Part 107

licensed pilot, so your home's media never waits on someone else's calendar.

"<o|f£ o� �nf af�¨, ¡f b��|d�'� nX f nXd X ~��f �fX~|f�� n�~f-a�£o�m

���bf��. �f ~Xdf f f�£�no�m o�b�fdoa|£ fX�£ l��~ �¨X�� �� ¿�o�n.

G��|d nomn|£ �fb�~~f�d."
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Y O U R  A G E N T

Help finding a

place, usually free.

In most cases, the apartment community

or the landlord pays the agent who brings

them a renter. So my help usually costs

you nothing.

01

Who pays me

Many Fort Worth apartment communities and

home landlords pay a fee to the agent who brings

the renter. If a place you love doesn't, I'll tell you

before you apply, and we'll decide together. No

surprises.

02

Licensed, on purpose

In Texas, apartment and rental locators have to

hold a real estate license. I'm a licensed

REALTOR® with Williams Trew, so you're working

with someone accountable.

03

Apartments and homes

I search apartment communities and homes for

lease on the MLS, so you see houses, duplexes,

and townhomes alongside apartments in one

place.

04

From search to keys

I narrow the list, compare real monthly costs and

specials, tour with you, help with applications,

and read the lease with you before you sign.

One important tip

�N¯w`o¯tQlQn¯`k¯E<\\¯<¯hk`hIknw¯`^¯w`ok¯`u^¶¯nI\\¯nPI]¯oh¯Nk`^n¯nP<n

�Û]¯w`ok¯<OI^nµ¯ <^w¯E`]]o^QnQIl¯`^\w¯h<w¯<^¯<OI^n¯uP`¯Ql

^<]IG¯`^¯w`ok¯{kln¯tQlQn¯`k¯OoIln¯E<kGµ¯�n¯[IIhl¯]w¯PI\h¯NkII¯N`k

w`oµ
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B U D G E T

Know your real number.

Xg Ye¡g��p�ge �g�� p� ��}¤ �Y�� �m p�. �g�g'� ¢oY� �� Yee �� bgm��g ¤��

mY}} m�� Y �}Ycg.

Every month Before you move in

Specials, done honestly

"Six weeks free" sounds great. Spread

over the lease, it's what you actually pay

that matters. I'll do the math on every

special so you can compare apples to

apples.

$1,400 rent, 12-month lease, 6

weeks free

≈ $1,238 a month on average

Example only. Many landlords also ask

for income of about three times the

rent.

F O R T  W O R T H  S N A P S H O T

Average apartment rent

Studio

$1,067

1 bedroom

$1,272

2 bedroom

$1,607

3 bedroom

$2,061

RentCafe / Yardi Matrix, August 2026.

Buildings with 50+ units. Homes and

smaller buildings vary.
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Rent

Electric, water, gas, internet (ask what's

included)

Renter's insurance

Pet rent, if you have a pet

Parking, trash, or amenity fees

Yard care, for a house

Application fee for each adult

Admin or move-in fee

Security deposit

First month's rent, sometimes prorated

Pet deposit or fee

Utility deposits and movers
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T H E  S E A R C H

Tour it like you

already live there.

9o���� �o�¢ �og bg�� Y�n}g. � ���� p�

¢og�g ¤�� Ã�e ��� ¢oY� p�'� }p|g �� Y

?�g�eY¤ �pno�.

Apartment or house?

Before you tour

On the tour

Spot a rental scam
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Apartments: amenities, on-site maintenance,

often move-in specials, less space and more

neighbors

Homes for lease: more room, a yard, a garage,

usually fewer fees, but you may handle yard

care and some upkeep

Duplexes and townhomes: a middle ground,

often in established neighborhoods

Drive the commute at rush hour

Read recent reviews of the management

Ask what's included, and what's extra

Run the water and check the pressure

Turn on the AC and the heat

Check outlets, cell signal, and internet options

Look under sinks for leaks or pest signs

Test the locks, and look for smoke alarms

Listen for road, neighbor, and train noise

Find the parking, laundry, and mailbox

Ask how repair requests are handled

!ItIk¯uQkI¯]`^Iw¯`k¯h<w¯Q^¯OQNn¯E<kGl¯n`¯ÚP`\GÚ¯<¯h\<EI


I¯u<kw¯QN¯nPI¯kI^n¯Ql¯N<k¯DI\`u¯ItIkwnPQ^O¯^I<kDw

/II¯Qn¯Q^¯hIkl`^¶¯`k¯P<tI¯]I¯lII¯Qn¶¯DIN`kI¯h<wQ^O¯<^wnPQ^O

�`k¯<¯P`olI¶¯�¯E<^¯E`^{k]¯uP`¯`u^l¯Qn¯nPk`oOP¯nPI¯0<kk<^n

�hhk<Ql<\¯
QlnkQEn
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AP P LY I N G

Apply once, apply ready.

���e �}Ycg� n� mY��. �Y¡p�n g¡g�¤�op�n �gYe¤ �gY�� ¤�� cY� Y��}¤ �og

�Y�g eY¤ ¤�� Ã�e �og ��g.

Have these ready

��gep� ��� �g�mgc�?

Say so early. A larger deposit, a co-

signer or guarantor, or proof of

savings can help. I'll ask landlords

what they'll accept before you pay to

apply.

What Texas says

=gg �og c�p�g�pY Ã���

Landlords must give you their written tenant

selection criteria. If they don't, and they turn you

down, they have to refund your application fee.

�gg �� eg���p�?

An application fee pays for screening and usually

isn't refundable. An application deposit is different: if

you're turned down, it comes back to you.

=g¡g� eY¤�

If a landlord doesn't approve you within seven days of

a complete application, the law treats it as a

rejection, and an application deposit must be

returned.

���}¤ ¢og�g ¤��'e �pn�

Every application costs money. We'll apply where

you'd actually sign, not everywhere.

General information about Texas law (Property Code Chapter 92), not legal advice. For your situation, talk to a Texas

attorney.
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Photo ID for every adult

Recent pay stubs or an offer letter

Two or three months of bank

statements

Past landlord names and phone

numbers

Your current address history

Pet records and a photo of your pet

Vehicle info, if parking is assigned

Payment for application fees
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Y O U R  L E A S E

Read it before

you sign.

A lease is a contract. We'll go through it

together so nothing in it surprises you a year

from now.

What to look for What Texas requires

Move-in day

General information about Texas law (Property Code Chapter 92), not legal advice. For your situation, talk to a Texas

attorney.
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�I<lI¯nIk]¶¯]`tIÆQ^¯G<nI¶¯<^G¯kI^n¯GoI¯G<nI

�<nI¯NIIl¯<^G¯uPI^¯nPIw¯ln<kn

7PQEP¯onQ\QnQIl¯w`o¯h<w

�`u¯n`¯kIjoIln¯kIh<Qkl

+In¯ko\Il¶¯NIIl¶¯<^G¯GIh`lQnl

7P`¯P<^G\Il¯w<kG¯E<kI¯<^G¯hIln¯E`^nk`\

�<k\w¯nIk]Q^<nQ`^¯<^G¯kI\InnQ^O¯NIIl

�`u¯]oEP¯^`nQEI¯n`¯OQtI¯DIN`kI¯w`o¯]`tI

`on

Late fees:¯E<^Ûn¯ln<kn¯o^nQ\¯kI^n¯Ql¯nu`¯No\\

G<wl¯\<nI¶¯<^G¯]oln¯DI¯kI<l`^<D\I

Locks:¯nPI¯\<^G\`kG¯kI[Iwl¯uQnPQ^¯lItI^¯G<wl

<NnIk¯nPI¯\<ln¯nI^<^n¯]`tIl¯`on

Smoke alarms:¯kIjoQkIG¯Q^¯nPI¯P`]I

Flood disclosure:¯nPI¯\<^G\`kG¯]oln¯nI\\¯w`o

QN¯nPIw¯[^`u¯nPI¯P`]I¯Ql¯Q^¯<¯���ÆwI<k

|``Gh\<Q^¯`k¯P<l¯|``GIG¯Q^¯nPI¯\<ln¯{tI

wI<kl

Repairs:¯kIjoIlnl¯lP`o\G¯O`¯Q^¯ukQnQ^O¶¯<^G

w`ok¯kI^n¯lP`o\G¯DI¯EokkI^n

Walk through with a

condition form

Photograph every room,

with dates

Test locks, alarms, and

appliances

Get renter's insurance in

place

Set up utilities in your name Save a copy of the signed

lease
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W H I L E  Y O U  L I V E  T H E R E

Repairs, rights, and

getting your deposit back.

Most landlords want to do this right. Knowing the basics makes it easy

for both of you.

Getting repairs made

01

9�� p� p� ¢�p�p�n

/I^G¯kIh<Qk¯kIjoIlnl¯Q^¯ukQnQ^O¯ÊI]<Q\¯`k¯nPI

h`kn<\¯E`o^nl¯QN¯w`ok¯\I<lI¯<\\`ul¯QnËµ¯�IIh¯<

E`hwµ

02

=�Y¤ c���g�� �� �g��

0Iv<l¯kIh<Qk¯hk`nIEnQ`^l¯<hh\w¯uPI^¯w`ok

kI^n¯Ql¯h<QG¯ohµ

03

�}}�¢ �gY���Yb}g �p�g

�`k¯hk`D\I]l¯nP<n¯<NNIEn¯PI<\nP¯`k¯l<NInw¶

nPI¯\<u¯hkIlo]Il¯lItI^¯G<wl¯Ql¯kI<l`^<D\I

Q^¯]`ln¯E<lIlµ

04

!��¢ ¤��� ���p���

�N¯<¯lIkQ`ol¯kIh<Qk¯Ql^Ûn¯]<GI¶¯0Iv<l¯\<u

OQtIl¯nI^<^nl¯lhIEQ{E¯kI]IGQIlµ¯�In¯<GtQEI

DIN`kI¯<EnQ^O¯`^¯nPI]µ

Moving out

01

�p¡g ���pcg �og �pno� ¢Y¤

�`\\`u¯w`ok¯\I<lIÛl¯^`nQEI¯hIkQ`G¶¯Q^¯ukQnQ^Oµ

02

"gY¡g Y m��¢Y�ep�n Yee�g��

�^¯ukQnQ^Oµ¯0PI¯\<^G\`kG¯^IIGl¯Qn¯DIN`kI

lI^GQ^O¯w`ok¯GIh`lQnµ

03

�}gY� Y�e e�c��g��

+P`n`l¯`N¯ItIkw¯k``]¯`^¯nPI¯u<w¯`on¶

]<nEPIG¯n`¯w`ok¯]`tIÆQ^¯hP`n`lµ

04

Xp��¤ eY¤�

0PI¯\<^G\`kG¯P<l¯��¯G<wl¯<NnIk¯w`o¯]`tI

`on¯n`¯kINo^G¯w`ok¯GIh`lQn¶¯uQnP¯<^

QnI]QzIG¯\Qln¯`N¯<^w¯GIGoEnQ`^lµ¯!`k]<\

uI<k¯<^G¯nI<k¯E<^Ûn¯DI¯EP<kOIGµ

=�gcpY} �p��Y�p���

Texas lets tenants end a lease early in certain cases, including some military deployments and family

violence situations. If one applies to you, I'll point you to the right help.

General information about Texas law (Property Code Chapter 92), not legal advice. For your situation, talk to a Texas attorney. Free

resources: Texas State Law Library and TexasLawHelp.org.
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R E N T E R  Q U E S T I O N S

Good questions.

The ones I hear most. If yours isn't here, ask me.

Do I pay you?

Usually not. Most apartment communities

and many landlords pay the agent. If a place

doesn't, I'll tell you before you apply, and we'll

decide together.

How early should I start looking?

About 30 to 60 days before your move date is

a good window. Earlier for homes, which

come and go quickly.

What if my credit isn't great?

Tell me up front. Some landlords accept a co-

signer, a larger deposit, or proof of savings. I'll

ask before you spend money applying.

Can I bring my pet?

Often, with a pet deposit or monthly pet rent,

and sometimes breed or size limits.

Assistance animals are not pets, and fair

housing rules apply to them.

Are move-in specials worth it?

Sometimes. I'll spread the special across the

lease so you can compare the real monthly

cost between places.

What if I need to break my lease?

Read the early termination section before you

sign. Many leases have a fee or a reletting

charge. Talk to the landlord early.

Is renter's insurance required?

Many leases require it, and it's usually

inexpensive. It covers your belongings, which

the landlord's policy does not.

Can you help me buy later?

Yes. Whenever you're ready to own, I'll help

you get there, and renting well now makes

that step easier.
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N E X T  S T E P S

Let's find your next place.

01

A quick call

Your budget, the areas you like,

your move date, and any pets.

02

I send you matches

Apartments and homes for lease,

with the real monthly cost and any

specials.

03

Tour and apply

We tour the best few, and apply

where you'd actually sign.

"<o|f£ o� �nf af�¨, ¡f b��|d�'� nX f nXd X ~��f

�fX~|f�� n�~f-a�£o�m ���bf��. �f ~Xdf f f�£�no�m

o�b�fdoa|£ fX�£ l��~ �¨X�� �� ¿�o�n. G��|d nomn|£

�fb�~~f�d."

T Y  T H O M A S  ·  G O O G L E  R E V I E W

630-303-1045

riley.moyano@williamstrew.com

rileymoyano.com
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